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The Media Empire of Yevgeny Prigozhin 

In March 2017 year russian edition “RBC” have published 

investigation that some media platforms which publish advantages for  

Yevgeny Prigozhin materials appeared instead of “factory of trolls” due to 

participation of people who worked there. Some of these online platforms 

operated in the Ukrainian segment of the Internet and published materials 

about the Ukrainian agenda. 

However, the flagship media project of Yevgeny Prigozhin was and 

remains the Russian Information Agency Federal News Agency (RIA 

FAN). Prigozhin uses his employees not only to generate content, RIA 

FAN journalists were tasked with taking up the maximum number of seats 

in the courtroom where carried out the lawsuit hearing about about 

Prigozhin's right to be forgotten to Yandex in order to prevent journalists 

from other publications from entering the premises.  The official director 

of RIA FAN Yevgeny Zubarev managed such "journalistic projects". 

Accortding to the data of Youcontrol, Yevgen Zubarev is also  

formal owner of RIA FAN. He holds 76% "FAN" LTD ( OGRN 

1147847182174) as an individual and another 24% he owns through Joint 

Stock Company "Aspect" (OGRN 1187847109933), where he is also the 

sole owner. 

After two years of actual founding of Prigozhin’s media that was 

united into the media group “Patriot” and journalist and web-site staff of 



this group settled in Business center  "Lakhta Plaza" at 78 Primorsky 

Prospekt, Saint Petersburg. The group was headed by Nikolai Stolyarchuk, 

ex-leader of the "Young Russia" party. 

Both Stolyarchuk and Zubarev refute the part of Yevgeny Prigozhin 

in funding of media group but Prigozhin is specified as Head of Board of 

Trustees of media group on its web site. “Nation news”, “Economic 

Today” and “Policy today” are specified on the web site except RIA FAN.   

Propaganda activities dedicated Ukraine are carried out in the Business 

Center situated in Saint Petersburg frequently. After all, Ukraine remains 

one of Yevhen Prigozhin's priority media interests.  

The last activity was dated 4 March 2021. At media events dedicated 

to Ukraine randomly selected guests vividly describe how Ukraine is 

allegedly falling apart and at the same time prepare to initiate a military 

escalation in Donbas. RIA FAN correspondent Igor Petrashevich flaunted 

that he had been working in Ukraine disguising his propaganda activities 

for two years until the SSU exposed him and decided to deport him to 

Russia.  

Which materials media of Yevgeny Prigozhin prepares. 
The media group primarily protects the business interests of its main 

investor Yevgeny Prigozhin. Especially it becomes clear when all 

Prigozhin’s online platforms promote a certain profitable narrative.   

Today the key business project is enhancing and justifying the 

military presence of Russian militants in the Central African Republic 

(CAR).  

As the French who owned this country as their colony until its 

independence in 1960 do not spend their resources in the CAR so their 

place was taken by the Chinese. Chinese companies Tian Roun, Tian 

Xiang, SMC Mao та Meng started to extract gold and diamonds in 

Bozoum region at the river Ouham. Though 13 July 2019 the CAR 

parliament published its study which forbade the mentioned companies to 

continue their operations in the country as the parliamentarians believe 

that the Chinese activities have led to an environmental disaster in the 

region. 

The initiator of the decision to prohibit the activities of Chinese 

companies was a member of parliament, Bernard Dillah who allegedly 

personally traveled to Bozoum province to respond to citizens' requests 

regarding water pollution. 

Bernard Dilla is a Head of Сам Бернард Ділла є he was the head of 

the political campaigns of Martin Zigoule, a political opponent of Faustin-

Arkandj Tuader who was recently elected president. However, during 



certain periods of political activity Zigoule expressed his full support for 

Tuader who provided the presence of Russians in the CAR.  

There are all grounds to claim that Chinese companies were  

expelled from CAR not due to concern about the environment. In the 

autumn of 2017, Lobaye Invest compay registered in the CAR began 

geological exploration in the Lobaye Prefecture in the southwest of the 

CAR a region with gold and diamond deposits. 

In July 2018 the French edition of Africa Intelligence reported that 

one of the investors in the Central African company Lobaye Invest could 

be the Russian company M-Invest, which is associated with Yevgeny 

Prigozhin. Prigozhin's press service and the Russian Foreign Ministry 

actively denied this information. 

It is not enough for Prigozhin to corrupt the authorities of an African 

country and flood the country with Russian mercenaries in order to profit 

from mining. For his own capitalization in the eyes of Putin he needs to 

portray his activities that is why he created his media empire.  

But this is where the problems begin. Journalists reveal his true 

interests in their own reports. On Sunday 7 March 2021 journalist 

Alexander Rogatkin aired a story about the CAR on the final program 

"Weekly News with Dmitry Kiselev".  

Prigozhin's online platforms began to actively disseminate the story 

in the first 60 minutes after it was aired on Rossiya 1 TV channel. 

In the article Rogatkin says that he is flying out by helicopter to see 

how Russian mercenaries are "clearing diamond mines on the Ouham 

river." The same ones that were taken away allegedly at Prigozhin's 

request by the Central African parliament from Chinese companies in July 

2019.  

The character of the story Eric Rodongo a battalion commander of 

the government's FACA armed forces says that before the "cleanup" the 

mines were allegedly under the control of "rebels." Supposedly this was 

after the Central African parliament expelled Chinese companies.  

In this way the purpose of the media group created by Prigozhin is 

becoming more and more obvious. Gaining the successful results in 

neighbor South Sudan where the Prigozhin’s militants and journalists 

provided stable impact to the local elite, his economic interests distributed 

across the border to the Central African Republic.  Gold and diamonds 

became the main goal.  

In the same way russians provided cleanup of market to get rid of 

competitors by hands of local parliament using political impact.  Than they 

provided physical cleanup of locations where the mining carried out by 



mercenaries promising minor setbacks. Thus controlled media provide true 

interpretation of mercenaries activity in CAR to make it look decent and 

ordinary.  

Overall, Prigozhin holds at least ten media platforms which work 

together on the same topics profitable for business of putin’s chef. In order 

to: 

Firstly, the more registered media you have the more you can 

accredit “own” journalists of different media in order to create “extras” on 

needed events or information drives.  

Secondly, it allows to use algorithms of such news aggregators as 

“Yandex. News”. Aggregators bring information drives that have more 

unique publications forming plots to the top of announcements of the day. 

Ten Prigozhin’s online media can create ten unique publications about 

information drive quickly presenting information in favorable light. In 

such context the plot will get to the Yandex platform users number in the 

billions.   
 

Try to enter the EU informational space 
Not registered Prigozhins Anti-Repression Fund tries to order anti-

western jeanse in European editions.   

On 10 September 2021 Benoît Witkin a French journalist for Le 

Monde who lives and works in Moscow tweeted that he had received an 

email with a proposal for cooperation.  

In an unexpected letter to the press (and not to Benoît Witkin 

personally) a representative of the "Foundation for Combating Repression" 

(abbreviated as FСК) named Ivan Karamazov allegedly addressed the 

press in French. Benoît Witkin revealed this name in the article which was 

published later in Le Monde. 

 



Karamazov introduced himself as an assistant of the head of the 

"Foundation for Combating Repression" founded in March 2021. On the 

web site of the fund with mocking abbreviation “FCR” noted that the 

organization was created with the financial support and investor of the 

Wagner Group Yevhen Prigozhin. At the same time there is no legal 

structure with this name that has been registered under Russian legislation 

from March 2021 to the present. 

As it is explained on the website of the Prigozhin foundation, any 

registration is not required for the initiative group. However, Prigozhin's 

associates are allegedly preparing an appeal to the Russian Ministry of 

Justice with a request for official registration of the structure. 

Karamazov says in his letter that the foundation which does not exist 

on paper is ready to pay for an information campaign in France that will 

criticize the French authorities for the alleged usage of violence against 

protesters. 

Karamazov says that the Russian Prygozhyn structure which has 

neither a seal nor bank accounts promises to pay for articles, photographs, 

reports, and even documentaries. It also offers to help with the placement 

of these materials on Russian and English-language resources with which 

they have a partnership. 

Those who ready to make and publish a jean about the "atrocities of 

the French authorities" are offered to send their proposals by mail or 

contact the Russian phone number. 

The mentioned Ivan Karamazov introduced himself as an assistant to 

a Mira Terada (née Oksana Vovk) the head of the Pryzhyn foundation. On 

May 21, 2021, Terada and her mother Svetlana arrived in Russia from the 

United States where Terada served 2.5 years in an American prison. 

Terada-Vovk was born in 1988 in St. Petersburg and later moved to 

the United States where she studied at the Washington University. She 

married Aleta Terada in America. In November 2015 her husband 

wounded her with a firearm during a quarrel and she spent a week in the 

hospital and underwent surgery. The American man turned out to be a 

drug smuggler. He was later extradited to the United States from St. 

Petersburg. 

US law enforcement agencies accused Mira Terada of being 

involved in her husband's dealings. She was detained in Helsinki while 

changing planes at the airport and deported to the United States. There she 

pleaded guilty but she was only charged with money laundering and 

sentenced to 46 months in prison with the help of her lawyers, information 

about her husband and assurances that she was under his influence. After 



her release she spent several months in a deportation camp while the 

documents for her return to Russia were being finalized. 

Less than two months after her return, on July 15, 2021 all online 

media under Prigozhin's control wrote about Mira Terada's decision to 

head the newly created "Foundation for Combating Repression". 

In May 2021 Oleksandr Ionov was named as one of the members of 

the initiative group of the foundation who declared their involvement in it. 

In October 2019 Ionov along with Maria Zakharova, a spokeswoman for 

the Russian Foreign Ministry also met Maria Butina who was released 

from a US prison. In the video of the meeting Butina hugs Ionov after 

hugging her father and says: "It's nice to meet you in person. Thank you 

very much..." 

 
 

 

Among Mira Terada's 28 followers on Instagram are the same Ionov, 

Maria Butina and Maxim Shugaley, a candidate for the St. Petersburg 

legislative assembly, and his translator Samer Suyfan who were both 

arrested in Libya. Terada also posted a photo of a meeting with Maxim 

Shugaley on her Instagram. 



 
 

There is no doubt that this company of people is engaged in 

subversive activities in Western countries under the guise of alleged 

concern for human rights. The foundation's website publishes information 

about allegedly helping foreign citizens who have been arrested in 

countries that are called "enemies of Russia" on Russian television.  

 

Attempts of Prigozhin to strengthen the political influence  
Russia passed parliamentary elections and local council elections 

conducted simultaneously on September 19, 2021. The owner of the 

private military company Wagner, Yevgeny Prigozhin could increase his 

political influence by promoting his people to the legislature. 

Among the political parties permitted to run in the Russian State 

Duma elections was the party "Rodina" which was created in September 

2003 by Vladislav Surkov and Sergey Glazyev and controlled by Surkov's 

henchman Dmitry Rogozin. The party was disqualified from the 2005 

elections due to a chauvinistic promotional video that incited ethnic hatred 

and was later dissolved. In addition, Rogozin and Glazyev quarreled with 



each other. However, in 2012 Dmitry Rogozin, the current head of 

Roscosmos, renewed the party.  

The representative of "Rodina" in the State Duma is Alexey 

Zhuravlev - the only candidate from the party who entered the Russian 

parliament in 2016 when "Rodina" won 1.51% of the vote. It is said that 

Zhuravlev's election has already been approved in the Kremlin - "United 

Russia" which serves Putin did not run candidates against him in the 

single-mandate district in Tambov region.  

Yevheniy Prigozhin the main investor and owner of the Wagner 

Group had to finance and support the participation of the "Rodina" 

political party in the elections. Online platforms that are part of Prigozhin's 

orbit of influence published materials dedicated to "Rodina" candidates. 

But Prigozhin's main goal in the campaign was to actively devalue other 

parties in favor of his political partners from "United Russia". 

The story of Yevhen Prigozhin's entry into the political 

environment   

In June 2021 "Medusa" told in detail what exactly Prigozhin wanted 

to hide, judging journalists, publications and search aggregators Yandex 

and Google. In 1981 the owner of the Corporation "Concord" Yevgeny 

Prigozhin was convicted by a Soviet court under Article 210 of the 

Criminal Code of the USSR "Involvement of minors in criminal activity, 

drunkenness, begging, prostitution, gambling or inducing minors to use 

drugs, using minors for parasitic existence". On August 29, 1977 

Prigozhin was convicted for a burglary of a house under Article 144 of the 

USSR Criminal Code. 

Prigozhin having served his sentence penetrated the criminal world 

of St. Petersburg deeper where he was able to get to know Vladimir Putin 

and his inner circle. And now he is already promoting his people to the 

Russian legislature and the St. Petersburg legislative assembly, personally 

participating in the development of election campaign strategies. 

Russian singer Tatyana Bulanova joined Prigozhin's team in this 

election. Bulanova and other representatives of the Rodina party began to 

create scandals as soon as they joined the agitation campaign. Bulanova 

called the decision of the Russian Central Election Commission not to 

allow the party's posters to be used in St. Petersburg a violation of the law 

and asked Ella Pamfilova who heads the commission to deal with it. 

It should be noted that there has been a conflict between Yevgeny 

Prigozhin and St. Petersburg Governor Alexander Beglov since the 

previous election. At the beginning of the campaign Prigozhin supported 



Beglov and his employees worked in the office of the temporary acting 

governor who was running for the post.  However when the election was 

over and Beglov won, they quarreled. Probably, Beglov did not want to 

promote Prigozhin's projects in St. Petersburg, and the latter was offended.  

The apotheosis of the public confrontation between Prigozhin’s 

candidates to legislative assembly of party “Rodina” and  authority in the 

person of Alexander Beglov  became a press conference where the 

candidates accused the authorities of oppression.  

The second number on the "Rodina" party's list in St. Petersburg is 

Maxim Shugaley a political technologist of Prygozhyn who has been 

working for the party for many years. His work for Prigozhin became 

known in March 2019, when the Russian publication Proekt published an 

investigation on Yevgeny Prigozhin's interference in elections in Africa. 

Journalists found a photo of Shugaley in a Tuamasina cafe which was 

posted on Facebook in August 2018 by Dani's Rasam a driver of Russian 

political emissaries. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Prime Minister of Madagascar Jean-Omer Beriziki said that 

the Russians promised him two million dollars but he received only a 

small amount. It was said in his pre-election headquarters that political 

strategist Maksym Shuhaley cooperated with the candidate. He allegedly 

promised technical support and gave instructions on what to do in an 

attempt to control the elections. 

As it became known to journalists in 2009, Maxim Shugaley and his 

wife Natalia Shugaley were running for the St. Petersburg City Council 

from the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia whose leader is Vladimir 

Zhirinovsky. 



 

Two months after the "Project" published an investigation into the 

actions of Prigozhin and his people in Africa in May 2019 Maxim 

Shugaley and his translator were arrested in Libya on suspicion of 

interfering in the elections. The Russians made two films about the 

Prygozhyn's political strategis stay in Tripol prison - "Shugaley" and 

"Shugaley-2" - and then announced "Shugaley-3: The Return" which, in 

the style of "Servant of the People" should become a promotional video to 

promote Shugaley to the St. Petersburg legislative assembly.  

 

How Yevhen Prigozhin's political technologists work 
Yevgeny Prigozhin got his representation in the Russian State Duma 

in the elections. The head of the Rodina party Alexei Zhuravlev has won 

the State Duma elections after processing 100% of the protocols gaining 

52.26% in the Tambov region in single-mandate district 177. This is 

according to the data on the information board of the Central Election 

Commission of Russia. 

The investor and owner of Wagner's mercenary group, Yevgeny 

Prigozhin "bought" previously the "Rodina" party and led his henchmen 

under its flags to the St. Petersburg legislative assembly. In particular 

Maxim Shugaley was included to the the party's pre-election lists in St. 

Petersburg, he met with Muammar Gaddafi's son in Libya on the interests 

of Prigozhin, was arrested and spent two years in a Libyan prison, as well 

as singer Tatyana Bulanova. 

Immediately after the voting Maksym Shuhaley told journalists of 

Prigozhin-controlled online media about election abuses and violations 



that caused him to lose the leadership in his constituency that he allegedly 

had according to exit polls. 

Yevgeny Prigozhin's political technologists used the practice 

developed by the party "Servant of the People" during the elections to the 

Ukrainian parliament. A few days before the election there were several 

screenings of the feature film "Shugaley-3. The Return". 

This film about Maksym Shuhaley's return to Libya where he is 

allegedly captured by various armed groups again and eventually meets 

Wagner's mercenaries who release him became part of the election 

campaign of the "Rodina" party.  

According to the plot of the film Shugaley and his translator Samer 

Sueifan are once again captured by an armed group of militants in Libya. 

It turns out that these militants have joined ISIS. The leader of the 

militants orders to kill the Russians Shugaley and Suyfan immediately. 

But at that moment the militants are attacked by unknown people 

and a chaotic shooting breaks out in which Shuhaley and Suyfan manage 

to escape from certain death. During the battle the chevron on the fighter's 

sleeve gets into the camera lens. All the militants are killed.  

After that allegedly English-speaking Americans arrived at the scene 

and declared that the terrorist cell had been destroyed by Khalifa Haftar's 

forces which allegedly disappointed them.  

The narrative of screenwriter Vladimir Izmailov and director 

Mikhail Wasserbaum is clear. It is that all terrorist groups in Libya are 

allegedly held by the US government. While the valiant fighters of Field 

Marshal Khalifa Haftar destroy them liberating their country. 

It is obvious that the chevron on the sleeve of the fighter who attacks 

the terrorist cell in the movie "Shugaley 3. The Return" was shown not just 

for fun but with a certain meaning and message. As it turned out, this 

chevron is a sign of belonging to a battalion called Tariq ibn Ziyad which 

is fighting on the side of Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar's forces who leads 

the so-called Libyan National Army (LNA). The battalion has its own 

Facebook pag, which offers a detailed look at the emblem placed on the 

chevrons of its fighters.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is important to note that in November 2016 the US State 

Department imposed sanctions on three ISIS leaders: Abdullah Ahmed al-

Meshedani, Basil Hassan, and Abdelil Khimich. The third terrorist is also 

known as Abu Suleiman al-Faransi. He was in charge of ISIS's "external 

operations". In 2015, Abdelil Khimich (aka al-Faransi) created the so-

called Tariq ibn Ziyad battalion. This is a terrorist network that at one time 

included up to three hundred people. In addition, Abdelilah Himic could 

be involved in the 2015 Paris attacks and the March 2016 Brussels 

explosions.  

Since then, the name Tariq ibn Ziyad has been used by various 

terrorist groups in the territories controlled by the Taliban, Khalifa Haftar, 

and other Islamic countries. According to the monitoring of telegram 

channels related to the Main Intelligence Directorate of the Russian 

Ministry of Defense, this name is familiar to both Prigozhin's partners in 

the GRU and the staff of his media platform RIA FAN.  



 
Six months after the imposition of U.S. sanctions on the founder of 

the Tariq ibn Ziyad battalion it became known that the leader of this 

battalion Abdul Karim al-Rusi nicknamed Abu Samir was killed in Mosul, 

Iraq. This leader turned out to be (surprise, surprise) a native of Russia. 

The Iraqi air strike in Mosul which killed six foreigners - leaders of 

the Islamic State terrorist organization including a Russian terrorist was 

reported by Al Sumaria TV channel citing Iraqi intelligence.  

In February 2020 as Russia's presence in Libya grew Russian media 

reported that Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar's Tariq ibn Ziyad battalion of 

the Libyan National Army (LNA) had probably adopted Titan-DS armored 

personnel carriers manufactured by company Inkas Vehicles (UAE). 

According to Jane's Defence Weekly, on February 4, 2020 the company 

posted photos on its Facebook page identifying at least three armored 

vehicles that look similar to Titan-DS. The battalion's logo was placed on 

the hood and doors of the armored vehicle. 

Case on activity in Africa   

The conflict between Shoigu and Prigozhin 
On February 7, 2018 a four-hour battle happened near the Syrian city 

of Deir ez-Zor in which the US military killed several dozen mercenaries 

of the Wagner group controlled by Yevhen Prigozhin. The detailed story 

of this battle was described by the New York Times. 



The article mentions the figure of 200-300 dead, including Syrian 

soldiers, although neither the Syrians nor the Kremlin recognize this 

figure. The US military was not injured in the clash. 

The incident was reported by Russian media. Many of the dead were 

identified as Russian mercenaries, although the FSB and GRU did a 

thorough job of keeping the relatives of the dead from talking to 

journalists. 

The Security Service of Ukraine has identified 206 Russian 

mercenaries who took part in that battle. More than 80 of the killed 

Russians have been identified by name. The SBU named Andrey Lebedev 

who was suspected of involvement in the downing of a Ukrainian IL-76 

near the Luhansk airport, which killed 49 Ukrainian servicemen. Retired 

SBU General Ihor Huskov continues to identify all Wagner mercenaries 

by name to this day.  

The story of this battle and the reasons for such humiliating 

consequences for Wagner have now been established almost completely. 

As usual it was caused by the struggle between various Putin's inner circle. 

In this case, it was between Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and the 

"cook" Yevgeny Prigozhin. 

The target of the Russian militants' operation was the Konoko oil 

facility. Wagner's presence in Syria is connected with the agreement 

between the Assad regime and the Kremlin that companies affiliated by 

Yevgeny Prigozhin will manage oil and gas resources and assets in Syria. 

On the way of the Wagner to the oil facility the positions of the 

Kurds and their American allies were located. Syrian troops opened fire on 

the Kurdish positions first. And the Russian mercenary divisions began to 

move toward the plant. 

On February 13, 2018, Air Force commander of the US Central 

Command, Lieutenant General Jeffrey Herrigan at a meeting with 

journalists said: “We immediately contacted Russian representatives on 

the special line for conflict resolution to inform them of the unprovoked 

attack on the positions of the FDS and the coalition”. He also said that the 

Russian command had been warned before that American forces were in 

that area. 

However officials of the Russian Ministry of Defense in Syria 

considered it necessary to avoid answering in their usual "they are not 

there" style. After the USA military command had completed all 

procedures to prevent direct conflict in less than four hours aircraft, 

artillery and ATGM Javelin  destroyed the combined forces of Wagner and 

Syrians killing at least 80 Wagner mercenaries. 



Despite the fact that the Wagner group uses a training base in 

Molkino, Russia which was previously owned by the GRU of the Russian 

Defense Ministry the mercenaries disobey the leadership of the Russian 

Defense Ministry. 

Sergei Shoigu also dislikes Prigozhin's wards because the sweetest 

business topics mostly go to Putin's chef. For this reason, it was decided to 

punish the Wagnerians. Shoigu's subordinates in Syria did not respond 

officially to the appeal of the USA armed forces - "not to kill their own" 

and stop the attack. The Wagner mercenaries were, in fact, sent to 

slaughter by the command of the Russian forces in Syria. 

Six months after the defeat of the Wagnerites near Deir ez-Zor, the 

media began to publish more and more articles about the quarrel between 

Shoigu and Prigozhin. In October 2018 the Russian resource Ura.ru, where 

Russian special services often post their materials published an interview 

with an allegedly anonymous Wagner militant where he admitted that the 

confrontation between the minister and the PMC owner back in 2016 after 

the first capture of Syrian Palmyra. 

According to the anonymous words who allegedly fought in Donbas 

and Syria Shoigu was the first to report to Putin: "We captured Palmyra," 

and Prigozhin was outraged: "We captured Palmyra, not you!"  

It is possible that after this dispute Palmyra was captured by 

terrorists again. Therefore, Prigozhin could give the order to withdraw the 

Wagner subdivisions to allow Shoigu to show how he would actually take 

Palmyra. 

Prigozhin came to the meeting between the Russian Defense 

Minister and the commander of the Libyan National Army (LNA) Marshal 

Khalifa Haftar, which further escalated the talks about his real role in the 

armed conflicts that Russia is waging around the world after the 

publications about the quarrel between Shoigu and Prigozhin  

However, it seems that all of this was just a consequence of the clash 

of ambitions between Shoigu and Prigozhin. As early as the spring of 

2017, the media began to spread rumors about the appearance of other 

private military companies in Syria. For example, on May 13, 2017 a 

Saudi publication with a symbolic name for Russians, "Al-Watan" wrote 

that a battalion called "TURAN" had allegedly formed in Syria with 

representatives of Muslim communities of the Caucasus countries enrolled 

and trained in Russia. 

However, the first mentions of the "Turan" PMC started to appear in 

Russian media even earlier and received a great response. There were even 

allegedly photos of fighters of this "Turan". The source of the photos and 



data was Oleg Blokhin a correspondent for "Anna News", a publication 

close to the GRU of the Russian Ministry of Defense that conducted 

special information operations against Ukraine. 

Information about the Turan PMC began to become legendary. The 

Latvian news resource Baltnews which often publishes pro-Kremlin 

materials and even published an interview with a man who claimed that he 

had personally served in the Turan PMC. 

All this went on until Ruslan Leviev, who controls the Conflict 

Intelligence Team project, wrote an investigation in which he proved that 

the Turan does not exist but is only a legend invented by journalists. In 

response Leviev, of course, received accusations that he was working for 

the US intelligence services. And a year later Leviev was caught 

manipulating the information that a PMC from Ukraine was allegedly 

operating in Syria. 

Information about the presence of another PMC in Syria, "Patriot" 

emerged after the defeat near Deir ez-Zor. Its source became allegedly the 

opposition TV channel "Dozhd" which allegedly linked the new military 

company to the Russian Ministry of Defense. A curious fact is that in 

response to this, Yevgeny Prigozhin created a media group to carry out his 

information operations also called "Patriot" 

One of the explanations for this chaos was offered by the "Reverse side of 

the medal" (RSOTM) telegram channel, which publishes information from 

representatives of the Russian mercenary community. According to 

RSOTM representatives, both the "Turan" and "Patriot" PMCs are nothing 

more than legal and media cover for the fighters of the Special Operations 



Forces of the Russian Ministry of Defense.

 
At some point, Sergei Shoigu thought that he had to compete with 

Prigozhin. Therefore in order to be able to plunder budgets in the war in 

the same way and not to give weapons recruited by advertisement to 

Prigozhin's butchers it is necessary to create his own personal PMCs, 

which will carry out Shoigu's tasks and earn money for him under the 

guise of the Wagner brand. 

Almost immediately after the information about the Patriot PMC 

emerged, the conflict between Shoigu and Prigozhin moved to the Central 

African Republic (CAR). The murder of Russian journalists of Orkhan 

Dzhemal's film crew who came to the CAR on behalf of Mikhail 

Khodorkovsky's "Investigation Management Center" to make a film about 

the activities of the Wagner PMC became a turning point.  

After the murder of Dzhemal and his colleagues suspicion fell on the 

militants of Yevgeny Prigozhin. And employees of the Prigozhin-

controlled RIA FAN media outlet even had organized information 

operations against the Investigation Management Center to accuse 

Khodorkovsky in the murder of the journalists. Meanwhile, the very same 

"Dozhd" that had reported earlier on the Patriot PMC in Syria blamed the 

murder of journalists on the structure controlled by Shoigu. 

The murder was probably committed to frame Prigozhin's 

mercenaries in order to force him out of the CAR. Notably, the author of 

the article about the alleged involvement of the "Patriot" PMC in the 



murder of the journalists was Lilia Yapparova who later went to work for 

the "Medusa" publication where she regularly publishes investigations into 

Prigozhin and his dealings both in Russia and abroad. 

At the end of 2020, Russian TV channels began to provide PR 

support for Russia's military presence in the CAR which became a source 

of leaks about the actions of mercenaries in Africa. Videos of Russian TV 

channels and social networks made it possible to identify which companies 

provide weapons to the CAR. 

The delivery of equipment and weapons means huge budgets which 

are a personal feeding trough for those who control the presence of 

mercenaries in the CAR. Therefore, the competition between Shoigu and 

Prigozhin for these budgets is constantly growing. Thus, the above-

mentioned RSOTM community has started to hint at the presence of the 

Patriot PMC in Syria as early as March 2020.  
 
 

Attempts to accuse the Ukraine in supply of weapons  

Supply of weapons to Central African Republic  

On December 27, 2020 reports on uploading of IL-76 cargo aircraft at 

Bangui Airport (the capital of the Central African Republic - CAR) appeared in 

on the air of key Russian TV channels. The Kremlin showed the military 

advisers and militants of the Russian private military companies "Wagner" 

and "Patriot" who arrived to the CAR.  

On December 28, 2020 there were reports that one of the planes that 

had landed in Bangui the day before was an IL-76TD (EX-76003, serial 

number 1033418596) owned by a company registered in Ukraine "Fly Sky 

Airlines". This is confirmed by some data from the Flightradar service and 

photos of the plane from Kigali airport in Rwanda which is a base for 

transshipment of Russian weapons to various African countries. 



 

The Rwandan government also supports the official authorities of 

the CAR and makes money by covering up the supply of Russian weapons 

to African countries, including those that are under international embargo. 

Thus, the Il-76TD plane which is formally serviced in Kyrgyzstan 

was operated by Azee Air (Kazakhstan) under the number UP-I7650 until 

July 2020, and, in particular, flew from Abu Dhabi to Libya. 

The company was accused of delivering weapons to Libya in order 

to transfer them to the forces of general Khalifa Haftar, who fought against 

the government of national accord recognized by the UN. Despite the 

denial of the accusations by the company Kazakhstan canceled Azee Air's 

licenses. Perhaps this was the reason for the transmission of its assets 

(including aircraft) to the Ukrainian company "Fly Sky Airlines".  

According to the information on legal entities service YouControl, 

"Fly Sky Airlines" Ltd (43061957) was registered on June 14, 2019 and 

belongs to Oleksandr Reznichenko. He is also the owner of "SA-Cargo" 

Ltd (38317168). And according to the GetConnect service data he was 

directly related to Europe Air which was founded in October 2013. 



  
The phone number mentioned during the registration of "SA-Cargo" 

Ltd (+380 97 473 23 28) belongs to Oleksandr Reznichenko, but the 

GetContact service indicates that he works for "Europe Air". 
 

A person with this name also controlled two Russian companies, 

Yugra-Transfer Ltd (TIN: 8610027054 OGRN: 1128610000420) and 

Tampiko Ltd (TIN: 8610030385 OGRN: 1208600009420), which served 

the "Sovetsky" airport in the Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug in Russia. 

The founder and beneficiary of Europe Air was Kateryna Nefyodova 

from Kyiv. Viktor Oleksiyovych Kravchenko was the head of the 

company. The company's fleet included the same IL-76TDs flying from 

Sharjah Airport (UAE) while Kryvyi Rih was officially registered as the 

company's airport. The fleet "Europe Air" consisted of five IL-76TD cargo 

aircraft (side numbers: UR-BXS, UR-CMC, UR-CRN, UR-CRP and UR-

EAB). All of them were leased from INFINITE SEAL INC (British Virgin 

Islands). The average age of the fleet is about 29 years. The newest aircraft 

was manufactured in 1992, the oldest one in 1983. 

In the summer of 2019 "Europe Air" lost two planes in Libya. 

According to some sources, the planes that landed in Al-Jofra, Libya were 

destroyed by Turkish drone fire. The reason was suspicion of delivering 



weapons to Haftar's forces. Turkey at that time also supported the 

Government of National Accord while the Russian side supported General 

Khalifa Haftar who wanted to seize power. 

On July 27, 2019 the State Aviation Administration of Ukraine 

suspended the validity of Europe Air's operator certificate No. UK 046. 

The reason was the decision of the relevant Commission certifying the 

suitability of aircraft, crews, and technical personnel. 

After that the company "Fly Sky Airlines" inherited the aircraft 

previously operated by "Europe Air". In addition, several technicians who 

worked for Europe Air also joined "Fly Sky Airlines" in 2019.  

According to the Center for African Studies data the owner of the 

Europe Air planes was an offshore company called Infinite Seal Inc. 

registered in the British Virgin Islands. However, experts claim that this is 

a formal ploy. The real owner of the aircraft destroyed in Libya is the 

Armenian airline operator Veteran Avia LLC. Companies with the same 

name are also registered in Greece, India, Pakistan, and the United 

Kingdom and are offices of the Armenian company. This network is run 

by a resident of the UAE the head of Sky One FZE, an entrepreneur with 

an Indian surname Jaideep Mirchandani.  

According to the US State Department data Mirchandani owns the 

following airlines: Rayyan Air Pvt Ltd., Veteran Avia LLC, Aerospace 

One, S.A., Agneet Sky Limited, Aeolus FZE, Aerospace Company FZE, 

Aircon Beibars FZE, and Aristeidis A. Pappas. In view of the 

abovementioned, there are all grounds to consider that this person also 

controlled the activities of "Europe Air" and now may control "Fly Sky 

Airlines".  

The Bureau of Industry and Security of the USA believed that 

Jaideep Mirchandani and his family members had committed acts contrary 

to the interests of national security and foreign policy of the United States 

(it was about using a US-registered aircraft to transport Russian currency 

and weapons to support the Syrian government). For this, Mirchandani and 

his companies were blacklisted. But in 2016, it became known that he was 

removed from the list. 

"Fly Sky Airlines" is also registered in different countries under a 

similar scheme to the registration of "Veteran Avia LLC". A company 

with a similar name which is part of the above network is called "Fly Sky 

S.L.R." and is registered in Romania. The founder and director of the 

Romanian branch is a Moldovan entrepreneur Ghilan Grigore. According 

to available information Gilan Grigore also owned the companies "Terra 

Avia" (formerly Sky Prim Air) which controlled the fleet of several 



Boeing 747 cargo aircraft, and Oscar Jet registered in Moldova. In 

addition, Gilan Grigore is a co-founder of the Russian company "Grixona 

Air" registered in Karelia. His partner in this company is Mikhail 

Chaplygin who is a director of this company.  

Terra Avia aircraft have also been seen delivering weapons to Libya. 

Coincidentally, the Moldovan civil aviation authorities also revoked 

Grigore's flight certificates. Therefore, the Fly Sky Airlines network (in 

Romania, Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan) became the next official base for the 

flights of cargo planes serving the presence of Russian mercenaries in hot 

spots. 

Thus, the only thing that connected the cargo planes destroyed at the 

Al-Jofra base and the aircraft that delivered the Wagnerites to the Central 

African Republic with Ukraine was the Ukrainian registration of the 

company that operated the aircraft. As well as Ukrainian citizens who 

were involved in these companies, and we hope they will be held 

accountable for their work for the aggressor state. 

Ukraine did not own these aircraft and had nothing to do with the 

cargo they were carrying. The same applies to the planes destroyed in 

Libya and to the plane that brought Russian mercenaries and Turkish-

made Otokar Kobra armored vehicles to the CAR. It is probable that the 

Russian Federation's special services using their agents and simply hired 

front men have created a network of companies around the world to 

conceal their ability to organize weapons trafficking to countries where the 

Kremlin has political interests. However, as usual, the funds allocated for 

this purpose are being blatantly stolen. Therefore, the aircraft used by 

companies created to cover up the Kremlin's smuggling of weapons and 

are also used for allegedly legitimate supplies to the CAR.  

Weapons supplies to Libya  

 

On March 8, 2021 the UN Panel of Experts on Libya presented a 

report on the situation which also refers to Ukrainian companies involved 

in the supply of Wagner weapons to Khalifa Haftar's forces in Libya.  

The UN Panel of Experts on Libya was established by UN Security 

Council Resolution 1973 (2011) back in 2011, when the war had broken 

out in Libya. In 2018, the Kremlin began to intervene in the internal 

conflict supporting the rebel leader, Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar. At the 

same time in the CAR the Russians, on the contrary, are supporting the 

official government with weapons and mercenaries fighting against the 

Bozizé rebels. 



The UN Panel of Experts on Libya had sent an official letter to the 

President of the UN Security Council including their final report analyzing 

the conflict in which the UAE, Turkey, Russia and other countries are 

indirectly involved. 

One of the parts of the Panel's report is the issue of massive 

violations of the weapons embargo imposed on Libyan territories to limit 

the supply of weapons. According to UN experts this embargo remains 

completely ineffective. In fact, states that directly support the parties to the 

conflict are constantly supplying new weapons. And the fact that they 

control the entire supply chain makes it difficult to detect, prevent and stop 

such violations.  

The confrontation in Libya is between the Government of National 

Accord, which has been officially recognized by the UN and armed groups 

that have joined the rebel leader Khalifa Haftar, who has declared himself 

a field marshal. 

At the beginning of 2020 Haftar's forces attacked Tripoli and gained 

control of oil terminals and mines, which were the main target of the 

rebels as illegal oil trade is a profitable business. This is the aspect 

interested Yevgeny Prigozhin. 

However, by the summer of 2020 the armed forces of the 

Government of National Accord pushed Haftar to Surt and El Jufra. 

Negotiations on a ceasefire began but failed. 

Turkey which supports the internationally recognized Government 

of National Accord used its advanced military technology which became 

the key to the defeat of Haftar's forces in western Libya in 2020. 

Turkish Bayraktar TV-2 drones, Gabya-class frigates with MIM-23 

Hok air defense missile systems, Korkut short-range air defense systems 

and other Turkish weapons became the main forces.  

Bayraktars provided reconnaissance, detection, and attacks of enemy 

forces. Russian Pantsir-S1 systems provided to Haftar's forces by the 

Russian side countered them. Turkish frigates and missile systems 

provided coverage of the coast and airfields with electronic intelligence 

and airspace control. 

However, it was Russia's support and the deployment of MiG-29A 

and Su-24 fighter-attack aircraft on Haftar's side as well as the provision of 

new Pantsir-S1s that provided a new wave of violence and military 

confrontation. 

Thus, the UN Panel of Experts argues that the violation of the arms 

embargo was probably carried out by both Turkey and Russia. In fact, the 



two countries indirectly fought each other in Libya, Syria, and Nagorno-

Karabakh. 

According to the UN Security Council Panel of Experts data the 

Russian Federation supplied Khalifa Haftar's forces: 

1. "MiG-29A" and "Su-34" aircrafts, 

2. a modernized version of the main battle tank "T-62 MV" ( number 

is unknown), 

3. armored vehicles and multipurpose vehicles "Tiger-M", 

4. anti-aircraft systems "Pantsir-S1", 

5. 141 all-wheel drive vehicles for movement of Haftar's forces, 

6. radar systems, 

7. 155-mm howitzers and 128-mm multi-barrel Morava missile 

system manufactured in Serbia. 

Not to taking into account the provided ammunition, and anti-

personnel mines POM-2R. These supplies made it possible to decipher the 

schemes used by Russian special services to support the Wagner group 

with weapons.   

 

Strike on El Jufri  

In the summer of 2019 three Il-76TD cargo planes operated by 

companies registered in Ukraine were destroyed in Libya over the course 

of two weeks.  



On July 26, 2019, several Twitter accounts reported that an air strike 

had destroyed two Il-76TD cargo planes with side numbers UR-CMC and 

UR-CRP at night in the parking lot of Al-Jufra airport. 

 

 

According to reports and information from Al Jazeera the 

Government of National Accord (GNA) wrote on Facebook that its 

military had struck the planes that were allegedly transporting weapons for 

Khalifa Haftar's forces. The same version was supported by Bloomberg. 

 

 

In fact, we could not find any messages from the GNA on Facebook. 

However, most experts and online sources are inclined to believe that the 



airport in El Jufra was indeed under the control of Khalifa Haftar's forces 

and that the attack on the Il-76TD aircraft could have been carried out by 

Turkish unmanned aerial systems "Bayraktar TV-2" which had fought on 

the side of the armed forces of the Government of National Accord. In 

other words against Khalifa Haftar. 

It can be assumed that the planes were destroyed by ground fire by 

supporters of Khalifa Haftar or by Russian mercenaries fighting on his 

side. In this case the logic of this military operation is lost as both the 

planes and their cargo were under the control of Haftar's forces. The 

territory of the airport and the surrounding area were in the hands of 

Haftar's forces. 

Data from the online service Flightradar24 showed that the planes 

were flying from airports in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Screenshots 

from the online service's website taken earlier showed the planes moving 

from the UAE towards Libya. While the same "Al Jazeera" says that 

Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the UAE supported Haftar's side.  

 
 

Even the online Internet archive service shows that the Flightradar24 

system recorded the departure of one of the destroyed Il-76TDs with the 

side number UR-CRP from Fujairah Airport (UAE) on July 25, 2019. A 

few hours before it was struck at the airport in Al-Jufra. 

 



The aircraft destroyed at El Jufra airport belonged to the offshore 

company Infinite Seal Inc. (British Virgin Islands, BVI). They were leased 

to Europe Air LLC (EDRPOU 38941487, founded on 18.10.2013), which 

operated the flights. 

At the moment, according to the YouControl service this legal entity 

has been renamed to Optgruppodon Ltd. and has a new owner. However, 

at the time of the incident in Libya, Europe Air was formally owned by 

Ekaterina Pavlovna Nefedova.  

A month after the El Jufra incident by order of the State Aviation 

Administration of Ukraine (SAAU) No. 1143 of September 5, 2019 the 

head of the SAAU Oleksandr Bilchuk removed all five aircraft operated by 

Europe Air from the State Register of Civil Aircraft of Ukraine. However, 

this is only a layer that is formally responsible for the flights. The real 

owner of the aircraft is an offshore company from the British Virgin 

Islands (BVI) - Infinite Seal Inc. These are the five identical Il-76TDs: 

¶ UR-CRP (serial number 1013409303) - destroyed in El Jufra; 

¶ UR-CMC (serial number 1013407230) - destroyed in El Jufra; 

¶ UR-EAB (serial number 1003403075); 

¶ UR-CRN (serial number 1023412399); 

¶ UR-BXS (serial number 1023411368). 

Nine months before the acting head of the SAAU Sergiy Korshuk 

issued another order No. 1265 of December 03, 2018. This order excluded 

another two IL-76TDs also owned by Infinite Seal Inc. from the State 

Register of Civil Aircraft of Ukraine. Both were leased to Europe Air: 

¶ UR-EAA (serial number 0033446350); 

¶ UR-COE (serial number 0093498974). 



Strike on Misurata 

Ten days after the attack on two IL-76TDs at El Jufra airport, 

another IL-76TD cargo plane with the side number UR-COZ was attacked 

again. This time the incident occurs at Misrata Airport (Libya) which is 

under the control of the armed forces of the Government of National 

Accord. 

The Twitter account of a columnist named Babak Taghvaee, who 

has written a book about the Ukrainian Air Force reported in several 

tweets that the plane with the tail number UR-COZ operated by Alfa Air 

was carrying a cargo of Turkish weapons destined for the UN-recognized 

Government of National Accord. After landing at Misurata airport it was 

attacked by drones. 

According to tweets and posts by Libyan sources and microbloggers 

Field Marshal Haftar's group almost immediately claimed responsibility 

for the plane's destruction. 

As with the first incident in El Jufra immediately after the attack in 

Misurata a blog called "diana mihailova" published photos and screenshots 

of the plane's routes from the Flightradar24 service. This blog had been 

reasonably suspected of belonging to the GRU of the Russian Defense 

Ministry. 

The screenshots show that the plane made flights to and from 

Turkey. 

 

Exactly a month before the third Il-76TD was destroyed the same 

"pear" blog "diana mihailova" had already written about this aircraft with 

the side number UR-COZ also depicting its routes from Turkey to airports 

controlled by the Government of National Accord. However, for some 



reason the headline of the publication contained a message that it was 

allegedly supplied weapons to both sides of the conflict although it was 

not seen at the airports controlled by Haftar's forces. 
 

  

Later, the head of the SAAU Oleksandr Bilchuk issued Order No. 

1078 of 20.08.2019 by which he excluded the IL-76TD with the side 

number UR-COZ (serial number 1023410355) from the State Register of 

Civil Aircraft of Ukraine. 

This order stated that the aircraft belonged to an offshore company 

registered in Scotland - VOLARIS BUSINESS LP. And its lessee and 

operator was the Ukrainian company SKYAVIATRANS LLC (EDRPOU 

41070142, founded on 06.01.2017). 

According to the information of the Youcontrol service in 2017, 

SkyAviaTrans was called Falencourt Ltd and was founded in Kyiv by two 

companies, Business Proposals Ltd (40861833) and Jurbiznes Consulting 

Ltd (40855276) with a registered capital of UAH 150.  

Over the last four years almost all the legal entities involved in the 

corporate ownership scheme have changed their names, beneficiaries and 

directors. It is highly likely that most of these entities were fictitious. 

After the Misurata incident the director of "SkyAviaTrans" Olena 

Malakhova gave comments to the media. In just four years 

"SkyAviaTrans" changed five directors. Taras Oleksandrovych Odaiskyi 

holds this position now. He is also the owner. In addition according to 

Youcontrol, Odaiskyi is connected to 34 other Ukrainian companies.  

According to the British open registers of Companies House, in 

addition to SkyAviaTrans Ltd, Olena Malakhova also controlled the 

offshore company VOLARIS BUSINESS LP (SL026852). According to 

the State Aviation Administration this offshore company was the actual 

owner of the IL-76TD UR-COZ aircraft destroyed in Misrata. 



In January 2020, Olena Malakhova tragically died in the crash of 

Ukrainian International Airlines flight PS752 taking off from Tehran 

airport which was shot down by an Iranian missile in what could have 

been a Russian special operation. 

According to the KyivPost Olena Malakhova was one of two 

Ukrainian passengers on the Tehran-Kyiv flight. Nine other Ukrainians 

who died were members of the Ukrainian crew of UIA. What exactly 

Olena Malakhova was doing in Tehran remains unknown to this day.  

Later, the Ukrainian media outlet Mind.ua published its own 

investigation in which a Ukrainian expert linked Malakhova's death to 

activity of her company in Libya. 

 

Russian propaganda and accusation  

 

On February 16, 2020 "Russia 24" TV channel aired a report from 

Russian propagandist Alexander Rogatkin from Libya. For more than a 

year Rogatkin has been serving the media of Yevgeny Prigozhin and the 

Wagnerites in all the hot spots where they were fighting.  

In his reports Rogatkin reveals valuable information that can be used 

for investigating the crimes of the Wagnerites. 

A year earlier in February 2020 Rogatkin tried to reinforce the 

narrative that Ukrainian aircraft and their crews deliver weapons to both 

sides of the conflict in Libya violating the embargo. 

The Kremlin has been making these accusations against Ukraine for 

more than ten years. As soon as it became known about the destruction of 

the planes this propaganda narrative was spread with new force. However, 

as it turned out there was a specific reason for this. 

The above mentioned blog "diana mihailova" started writing that 

Ukrainian planes were delivering weapons to both sides of the conflict in 

Libya even before the attacks on the planes. In other words, the GRU of 

the Russian Defense Ministry and their information sources wanted to 

convince everyone that the Russian weapons that were being delivered to 

Khalifa Haftar's rebels were being delivered by Ukrainian companies. 

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian companies were run by people who were 

at least actively cooperated with Russian special services. 

Libya report to the UN Security Council  

20 pages of the "Libyan report" of the UN Security Council are 

devoted to violations of the international embargo imposed on Libya in 



2011. Several hundred more pages contain annexes with documentary 

evidence of these violations (for example, IL-76 flight invoices indicating 

who was the supplier and where the cargo came from). 

The group's experts emphasize that Jordan, the UAE, and Turkey 

have not responded to the written requests sent to them. At the same time 

it is stated that the Ukrainian side actually and regularly cooperates with 

UN experts. 

Despite the lack of information UN experts have chronologically 

recorded dozens of specific facts of embargo violations by various 

countries, including Russia.  

 
 

Investigating the "air bridge" to Libya which was used to transfer 

weapons to the hot spot the UN Panel of Experts found that airline 

operators reacted very quickly to sanctions and any information if it 

interferes with their dirty work of "delivering death". They act much faster 

than the international community or national law enforcement agencies.  

Modern "armed barons" resort to concealing their activities, 

changing aircraft registration and changing operating companies. If such 

an airline operator suspects that it has attracted too much attention it 

establishes a new company in a new jurisdiction and re-rents the same 

aircraft from the owner.  

The owner avoids potential inclusion in the sanctions lists as he 

leases the aircraft without a crew and all responsibility is borne by the 

newly created operator company which can be liquidated at any time. 

To demonstrate such a scheme, UN experts cite the IL-76TD aircraft 

which was also previously operated by the Ukrainian company "Europe 



Air" (side part number is UR-CRQ, serial number 1023414450). It also 

belonged to the offshore company Infinite Seal Inc.  

The side number was changing each time the aircraft was transferred 

to another operator so UN experts were trying to track the aircraft by 

factory (serial) numbers. It's like tracking a smartphone not by the number 

of the SIM card inserted into it but by the IMEI number. 

Thus, the experts found that since October 19, 2018 this aircraft had 

been leased to a company registered in Kazakhstan called "AZee Air" 

(side number UP-I7654). Since May 4, 2020, the aircraft has been 

operated by the Ukrainian "Fly Sky Airlines" (side number EX-76004) and 

its Kyrgyz "sister" Fly Sky Airlines Kyrgyz Republic. On October 1, 2020 

FlySky's Facebook page posted photos of the loading of this aircraft. And 

on October 10, 2020 according to UN experts the aircraft was repurchased 

by Leya LLC (Armenia) and transferred to the operator "Atlantis European 

Airways LLC" (EK-76074). 

During the UN experts' observation the aircraft changed several 

operators and was registered in three different national aviation registers. 

Thus, punishing the operator for the illegal use of this particular aircraft 

would be useless as the aircraft itself does not belong to the company and 

cannot be frozen as an asset. The real owner can lease it to another 

operator eliminating the operator that was "caught". 

That is why, in the experts' opinion, sanctions should be applied to 

aircraft. Just as they are applied to ships. Compulsory deregistration 

measures, landing bans, asset freezes, etc. should be applied to them. 

UN experts have drawn a special scheme for ownership and lease of 

the UR-CRQ aircraft.  



 
 

The same plane was mentioned in the pear blog "diana mihailova" 

but with the side number UP-I7654. The blog said the same thing, that it 

was a Ukrainian plane that continued to transport weapons to Libya.

 
As we can see, this scheme does not include "Europe Air" because it 

controlled the plane before the period studied by the UN experts. Instead, 

there is another Ukrainian operator Fly Sky Airlines Ltd (EDRPOU 

43061957) and its "Kyrgyz sister" FlySky Airlines Kyrgyz Republic which 



have already been involved in another investigation of my Wagnerian 

investigation. 

The same propagandist Rogatkin filming his report from the CAR on 

the delivery of Russian weapons to Bangui accidentally "spotted" an IL-

76TD (EX-76003, serial number: 1033418596) which was transporting 

equipment and weapons for the Wagnerites in the CAR for the Russian 

special services. 

According to the YouControl service "Fly Sky Airlines" Ltd 

(43061957) was registered on June 14, 2019 and belongs to Oleksandr 

Reznichenko. He is also the owner of "SA-Cargo" Ltd (38317168). 

YouControl also shows the contact phone number of "SA-Cargo" which 

belongs to Reznichenko himself - "097 473 23 28". The mobile services 

GetContact and CallApp which I used to "punch" this number, suggest that 

Reznichenko's subscribers record his number indicating that he is a 

representative of "Europe Air". 

In addition, the French edition of "Africa Intelligence" writes that 

"Fly Sky Airlines" partially inherited the aircraft previously leased by 

"Europe Air". And along with them the aircraft technicians and, possibly, 

pilots have moved to the new company. In other words, it's the same 

company, just with a new name.  

The Russian service "Russian Planes" writes that at least four Il-

76TD aircraft with side numbers UR-COE (serial 0093498974), UR-EAB 

(serial 1003403075), UR-BXS (serial 1023411368) and UR-CRN (serial 

1023412399) were transferred from "Europe Air" to "Fly Sky Airlines". 

 
The IL-76TD (side number EX-76003, serial number 1033418596) 

was transferred to "Fly Sky Airlines" from another aviation company - 

Azee Air (Kazakhstan) which operated cargo flights to deliver weapons to 

Khalifa Haftar's militants and Wagner's men according to the UN Panel of 

Experts report.    



According to the "Russian Planes" service the plane had the tail 

number UP-I7650 while it was under the control of "Azee Air".  Twee 

bloggers have also repeatedly spotted it on its way from the UAE to Libya. 

 

After it became known that "Azee Air" aircraft had made about 100 

flights to Libya transporting weapons to Haftar's forces in contravention of 

the international embargo the Kazakh authorities revoked the license 

issued to the company. The UN Panel of Experts recorded the whole 

chronology of this aircraft's participation in supporting the "air bridge" for 

Haftar's forces.  

 
 

 

ʇʨʦʤʽʞʥʽ ʚʠʩʥʦʚʢʠ 

 

The civil war in Libya lasts since 2011. Yevgeny Prigozhin, owner 

and investor of Wagner Group, had been interested in Africa and its 

mineral resources in 2017. He started implementing specific projects in 

2018. In particular, he participated in high-level talks with Khalifa Haftar. 

Since then the Wagner Group's militants have been arriving in Libya. In 

2019, Prigozhin's emissary, Maxim Shugaley, was detained in Libya. 

In the summer of 2019, when the pear online disinformation sources 

launched a campaign to accuse Ukraine of violating the international 

embargo and arms trade in Libya, dozens of aircraft (including IL-76TD) 

were already making hundreds of flights to support Khalifa Haftar with 

weapons and Wagner fighters. 



At the end of July 2019, Turkish Bayraktars destroyed two planes 

that were allegedly delivering cargo to Khalifa Haftar's forces. It turned 

out that the planes were operated by Kateryna Nefedova (born in 1953), a 

Kyiv resident and the formal owner of the Europa Air company. The 

planes belonged to an offshore company from the BVI - Infinite Seal Inc. 

Less than two weeks later Khalifa Haftar's militants (and possibly 

Wagnerites fighting on his side) use drones to destroy the plane that 

delivered the cargo to the Government of National Unity who was their 

opponents. 

This time, the operator is the Ukrainian company Skyaviatrans and 

they are owned by the Scottish offshore company VOLARIS BUSINESS 

LP. However, in this case, the director of "Skyaviatrans" Elena Malakhova 

simultaneously had control over both the Ukrainian and the offshore 

company. Then Malakhova mysteriously dies in a plane crash. 

It can be assumed that the second attack on the Skyaviatrans plane in 

Misrata was a kind of revenge on the part of the Wagnerians for the 

destruction of cargoes delivered to Khalifa Haftar's forces by Bayraktars. 

In this context Malakhova's death in a plane crash near Tehran looks even 

more mysterious and disturbing. 

Although the owners of both offshore companies could not be 

identified, both of them have been reported in open sources, which allows 

us to imagine the nature of their activities. 

For example, in March 2016, Yuriy Nikolov, a journalist for "Nashi 

Groshi" (Our Money), reported that a share of the pro-Russian "17th 

Channel" created by journalist Jean Novoseltsev was sold to an offshore 

company called TIBERIA INVEST LLP. This offshore company gained 

full control over Media Commerce Development Ltd (39445418) which in 

turn owned News Agency "Channel 17" Ltd (39632439). 

Six months later, Ukrainian journalist Bohdan Butkevych wrote on 

his Facebook profile that TIBERIA INVEST LLP may be connected to the 

offshore company ZAGRANITSA INTERNATIONAL MEDIA GROUP 

which provides travel and media services. 

The fact is that TIBERIA INVEST LLP (which owns the pro-

Russian Channel 17), VOLARIS BUSINESS LP (which owned the plane 

that was shot down in Misrata) and ZAGRANITSA INTERNATIONAL 

MEDIA GROUP LLP (which provides media services in Ukraine) have 

the same founders. 

Each of the three offshore companies has the same two founders - 

Oloniya Limited and Warias Business LTD (companies with this name 

exist both in the British jurisdiction and in Belize). Meanwhile, Oloniya 



Limited was also involved in the story of the withdrawal of Oleksandr 

Yanukovych's assets from the "Bratislava" hotel. 

The situation with Infinite Seal Inc. which owns the planes destroyed 

by the Turkish Bayraktars in El Jufra is not so simple. It seems that except 

for leasing the planes,the company does nothing and tries to keep a low 

profile. However, its ties with the operating companies reveal many facts. 

On its Facebook page, the Ukrainian Center for African Studies 

suggested that Infinite Seal Inc. is just a cover company that is connected 

to "Veteran Avia LLC". Companies with this name are registered in 

Armenia, Greece, India, Pakistan, the United Kingdom, and even Ukraine. 

Using the Internet Archive online service, it was possible to see how 

the company's website, veteranavia.com, was deleted and what was written 

on it before it was deleted. 

As it turned out the information of the Center for African Studies 

was confirmed. On the website, the company offers air cargo services 

using three Boeing 747-200s and five Il-76s. The head and owner is 

Jaideep Mirchandani. 
 

 
A month after the destruction of the "SkyAviaTrans" plane in 

Misrata journalists from the Russian media outlet Project together with 

colleagues from the "Dossier" center and The Daily Beast published an 

investigation about the interests of Yevgeny Prigozhin in Libya. 

According to their information, which has not yet been confirmed until 

August 2016 the founder of the Ukrainian company "Europe Air" Ltd 

which was registered in Ukraine in 2013 was Jaideep Mirchandani. 



 There was no information about Jaidip Mirchandani in the 
Youcontrol service. The information on "Europe Air" stated that the 
Kateryna Nefedova was the founder of the company until August 
2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the Youcontrol service regularly updates its data from the 

registers of the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine this can mean only two 

things. Either Russian journalists published false information in their 

investigation. Or someone deliberately cleaned up the information about 

Jaidip Mirchandani in the Ukrainian registers which is a criminal offense. 

Russian journalists also claim that Mirchandani is the founder and 

executive director of a company called Sky One with an office in the 

UAE. According to their information, which has not been confirmed, he 

was born in India, studied engineering in Baku and is fluent in English and 

Russian. He also had an airline business in Britain and Russia.  

In 2014 the United States included Mirchandani and his family 

members as well as several of his companies on sanctions lists. According 

to Washington, Mirchandani's family was involved in activities to support 

the Syrian regime, and Mirchandani's companies delivered "large amounts 

of Russian currency to the Syrian government." "Veteran Avia LLC" was 

mentioned among the companies. 

In addition to Veteran Avia, Rayyan Air Pvt Ltd, Aerospace One 

S.A., Agneet Sky Limited, Aeolus FZE, Aerospace Company FZE, Aircon 

Beibars FZE were sanctioned. 

In 2016, Mirchandani was removed from the sanctions list after 

filing an appeal but all of the above companies remained under sanctions. 

The website of the Veteran Avia company owned by Jaidip 

Mirchandani, contained information about five IL-76TD aircraft which 

were allegedly owned by Mirchandani. 



Four of the five "veteran" Il-76s fell into the hands of the Ukrainian 

companies "Europe Air" and "Fly Sky Airlines" which used them to 

supply weapons to Russian intelligence and Wagnerian forces: 

EK-76381, serial number 1033418596. In 2014, it became the 

property of Infinite Seal Inc. and was leased first to Azee Air (Kazakhstan, 

UP-I7650) and then to "Fly Sky Airlines" (Ukraine, EX-76003). 

 

● EK-76787, serial number 0093495854. Transferred to Kosmos - 

RSC Energia. Destroyed in 2014. 

●  EK-76812, serial number 1013407230. In 2012, it was controlled by 

Grixona (Moldova, ER-IAL). In 2013, it was controlled by 

"Veteran" (Ukraine, UR-CMC), and later, in 2014, by "Europe Air". 

It was destroyed in al-Jufra on 26.07.2019. 

● EK-76401, serial number 1023412399. Since 2013, it has been 

operated by the Moldovan companies "Grixona", "Sky Prim Air", 

"Oscar Jet" under the tail number ER-IAZ. From May 2018, it was 

controlled by Europe Air (UR-CRN) and then Fly Sky Airlines (UR-

FSC). 

● EK-76783, serial number 0093498974. In October 2015, it was 

transferred from "Veteran Avia" (Armenia) to "Europe Air" (UR-

COE). 

 

According to media reports the attack on the planes in al-Jufra killed 

Ukrainian pilot Volodymyr Bukhalskyi from Melitopol who had 

previously served in the 25th Transport Aviation Brigade and later retired. 

In 2011, he was interviewed by the Ukrainian newspaper 

Obozrevatel as a crew chief of a military Il-76. He evacuated Ukrainian 

citizens from Tripoli when the civil war in that country was just beginning. 

Probably, he was hired by the employees of Europe Air to fly to 

Libya due to the lack of normal work in normal Ukrainian companies. 

Thus, it is possible that the Ukrainian military pilot fell victim to an 

extensive network of Russian intelligence agents in Ukraine which not 

only exposes Ukraine's international image to constant accusations of 

embargo violations and illegal weapons trade but also corrupts Ukrainian 

government agencies. 
Associates of the Wagner Group in Ukraine 

On December 16, 2020 the Security Service of Ukraine reported 

blocking an attempt to smuggle dual-use goods to an embargoed country 

in Mykolaiv region. An attempt to export equipment and devices for 



military transport aircraft was made by an airline that operates air cargo 

transportation in the Middle East and Africa. 

The Russian Defense Ministry's GRU-controlled blog "diana 

mihailova" wrote about this episode as evidence that Ukraine is smuggling 

weapons to Libya where the war is ongoing between the Government of 

National Accord supported by the UN and the rebels of Field Marshal 

Khalifa Haftar who is supported by the Wagnerians. 

The smuggled goods which were attempted to be transported by 

plane from Mykolaiv airport were hidden on the plane and did not receive 

the appropriate permits from the State Export Control Service of Ukraine. 

Such activity has signs of a crime under Article 333 of the Criminal Code 

of Ukraine (violation of the procedure for international transfers of goods 

subject to state export control). On June 2, 2021 the SSU reported that one 

of the participants in the smuggling attempt was officially suspected of 

committing a crime. 

The SBU's information materials in December 2020 and June 2021 

were supported by photos of the plane that was being used for smuggling. 

On the photos the aircraft's tail numbers were purposely blacked out as 

required by Ukrainian law. 

 

However, the aircraft can be recognized by their appearance and the 

shape of their livery, a coloration that has unique features. 



That's why it is easy to recognize an IL-76T with the side number 

UR-CPS (serial number 0013428831) on the images distributed by the 

SSU press center. The Il-76T is a rather rare aircraft unlike the common Il-

76-TD. In addition this UR-CPS has a rather distinctive livery that 

distinguishes it from others. 

The Russian service RussianPlanes.net contains information that this 

aircraft has been operated by the Ukrainian company "ZetAvia" since 

2017. Before that it had a tail number UP-I7618 and its operators were 

Kazakhstan's "Air Almaty", "Asia Continental Airlines" and Zimbabwe's 

"Avient Aviation". 

 
 

Mention of Ukrainian companies in the UN report 

UN experts accuse Ukraine's ZetAvia of having operated dozens of 

suspicious flights to Benghazi and other airports controlled by Haftar and 

his partners. They are also accused of falsifying flight and shipping 

documents for cargoes transported by ZetAvia-operated aircraft. 

The UN experts attach a large number of real documents to their 

accusations. For example, this flight mission from Botswana (FBSK) to 

Benghazi (HLLB) signed by ZetAvia's internal auditor, Vadim 

Viktorovich Kormschikov. 



 
In November 2020, BBC investigator Manisha Ganguly released her 

latest OSINT investigation into human rights violations in Libya and the 

ignoring of the weapons supplying embargo to the country. Her 

documentary is available on the BBC's YouTube channel. 

In one of the episodes of this documentary about the supply of 

weapons to Field Marshal Haftar's forces Ganguly talks about the Il-76s 

that flew from the UAE to the airport of the Egyptian city of Sidi Barrani 

which is 100 kilometers from the Egyptian border with Libya. 

According to the BBC journalist data from open services that track 

aircraft flights suggest that every time the IL-76s were flying near Habata 



Airport, they turned off their transponders that report the aircraft's 

location. 

 
However, several flights that landed and took off from the airport 

near the city of Sidi Barrani were still identified. These are flights 

ZAV9511 and ZAV9515. 

 



 
 

These flights are operated by ZetAvia as above-mentioned report of 

UN experts on Libya confirms. 

 

 
In addition, there are many tweets on Twitter with information about 

these ZetAvia flights using the hashtags #ZAV9511 and #ZAV9515. 



Blogs controlled by the GRU of the Russian Ministry of Defense also 

wrote about them trying to accuse Ukraine of supplying weapons to Russia 

through Ukrainian operator companies. 

ZETAVIA Airlines founders  

 
ZETAVIA Airlines Ltd was founded in Ukraine in April 2009 

(EDRPOU 36420097). The open data service Youcontrol points out that 

the company was founded at the Kherson Civil Aviation Airport. In 2012, 

the company moved to Kyiv. 

The company was founded in 2009 by Vladimir Viktorovich 

Skornyakov, Kirill Aleksandrovich Sergeev and Oleg Vladimirovich 

Sergeev who was a citizen of the Russian Federation from the 

Ekaterinburgity.. 

Later, two of its co-founders (Skornyakov and the other Sergeev) 

were replaced by Pavlushev Igor Borisovich, also a Russian citizen from 

Kolomna, Moscow region, who later changed his place of residence to 

Kazan. Oleg Sergeev held a share of more than 60 thousand hryvnias, and 

Pavlushev's share was about 6 thousand (i.e., approximately 90/10). 

Russian citizens Pavlushev and Sergeyev were co-founders of the 

airline until 2019 when Sergeyev's position was taken by Indian 

Vadakkevidu Srikumar Pulincheri and Pavlushev's position was taken by 

Belarusian Vladimir Yuryevich Syrotynin from Machulishi, Minsk 

region.. 

Three months later, Pulinceri transferred more than half of his 

company's share to Volodymyr Yevtushenko a resident of Kyiv. 

According to the Youcontrol service Volodymyr Yevtushenko is one of 

the minority partners of Anatoliy Ivanovych Liovin a member of the 

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of the fourth convocation in the Aviation 

Company A.T.I. Ltd (30116451). 

One of the Russian founders Igor Borisovich Pavlushev is a graduate 

of the Proletariat of Donbas Higher Military Aviation School of 

Navigators in Voroshilovgrad (now Luhansk). Along with his name the list 

of the 7th company of the college contains a phone number in the United 

Arab Emirates (+971-50-891-55-34) and an e-mail address 

igorpav@emirates.net.ae. This means that Pavlushev has been working or 

is still working (as the phone number is active in WhatsApp, Telegram and 

Signal messengers) in the UAE for some time. Also a photo of Igor 

Pavlushev can be found in one of the messengers. 



 
In addition, in the UAE there are companies registered that are 

directly related to Jaideep Mirchandani, the owner of two IL-76s burned in 

Al-Jufra, Libya. It is the UAE airports that are the source of a large 

number of weapons supplied to Haftar's forces and the Wagner Group in 

Libya. 

In addition, according to the text of the decision of the Moscow 

Arbitration Court of December 2013, Sergeev and Pavlushev were suing 

for control over the Russian company "Aviacompany Avial HB" which 

had ceased operations in 2011. According to the RussianPlanes service, 

some of the airplanes of this airline became the property of the Ukrainian 

airline "Veteran" (UR-CEM and UR-CEN) which I also mentioned in my 

previous investigations. 

Thus, among the controllers of ZetAvia we have two Russians 

probably connected to the UAE; one Indian a compatriot of our old friend 

the transporter of weapons and cash for Bashar al-Assad, Jaideep 

Mirchandani; and a partner of Ukrainian businessman Anatoly Levin, who 

we have already met in the materials of this case. 
 

  



 

"ZETAVIA" aircrafts  

 

The company's website contains information about only four of the 

airline's aircraft: three IL-76TDs (UR-CIB, UR-CIF, UR-CTO) and one 

IL-76T (UR-CPS) that was used as evidence in the SSU case. 

However, the open data services Clarity Project and RussianPlanes say 

that ZetAvia Ltd. has operated two IL-76Ts and nine IL-76TDs at different 

times most of which are owned by companies registered in offshore zones 

of the UAE.

 
It is noteworthy that at least six of the eleven aircrafts operated by 

"ZetAvia" were at other times also controlled by Kazakhstan's "Air 

Almaty", which, together with "ZetAvia", became a subject of an 

investigation by Kazakhstani journalists in October 2019. 

In this investigation a video filmed by Khalifa Haftar's rebels on 

January 29, 2019 depicting the unloading of an Il-76 aircraft that arrived 

with a cargo of cash at the Libyan airport of Tamanhint from Benghazi, 

was revealed. 



 

 
Until 2016, the IL-76TD operator was ZetAvia Airlines which 

operated it under the UR-CID side number. In 2016,the aircraft was 

transferred to Air "Almaty" and then to "Sigma Airlines". In fact, "Air 

Almaty" was most likely transformed into "Sigma Airlines". 

Both were run by Umirbek Kenesbayev who was a graduate of the 

Voroshilovograd Higher Aviation School of Navigators who served in the 

USSR naval aviation and later became president of the Kazakhstan Small 

Aviation Association too. 

Both companies are also mentioned in the report of the UN Security 

Council experts on Libya in the context of violations of Security Council 

decisions. The report also mentions aircraft operated by "ZetAvia". Thus, 

according to the UN experts, on June 29, July 1 and 3, 2019 an aircraft 



with the side number UR-CIB which has been owned by ZetAvia since 

2016 delivered disassembled SA341 Gazelle and AS332L Super-Puma 

helicopters from Gaborone (the capital of Botswana) to Benghazi. 

According to the UN report the deliveries were carried out under forged 

documents. By the way, Gazelle helicopters are actively used by 

mercenaries of the Wagner Group in the CAR. 

In September 2020, it was reported that "Sigma Airlines" was 

sanctioned by the European Union for human rights violations in Libya. 

However, as we have previously written this is why arms dealers use 

flexible mechanisms to transfer aircraft to other operators (including 

Ukrainian companies) in case sanctions will be imposed on the previous 

figureheads. 

According to UN experts, the only effective way out of the situation 

is to impose sanctions on specific aircraft owned by offshore companies 

registered in the UAE whose owners are not disclosed. 

Legal entities are vulnerable to international sanctions and therefore 

a network of contacts in post-Soviet countries is used to avoid them. Since 

Mirchandani lived, studied and worked in Russia where he probably 

preserved good contacts with Russian special services. In particular, it may 

have been and still is the GRU. 

Business partners in Armenia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, and Ukraine 

are attracted by the high earnings from delivering death which are 

probably offered by Mirchandani's colleagues. Thus in Ukraine partners of 

the Emirati business use their opportunities to act as intermediaries for the 

establishment of the UAE-Libya air bridge. 

The destroyed Il-76 aircraft in Libya which "pear" blogs and 

telegram channels called "Ukrainian" were in fact with a high degree of 

probability owned by Jaideep Mirchandani who was included (and then 

excluded) in the USA sanctions lists for assisting the Syrian regime of 

Bashar al-Assad and later became a subject of investigations into arms 

supplies to Libya. 

However, Mirchandani did not organize the work alone. A number 

of companies were set up in Ukraine to create a scheme that allowed the 

supply of weapons to the units of Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar a Libyan 

rebel officially supported by the Kremlin. These companies were the 

official leaseholders and operators of aircraft, which via offshore shell 

companies belonged to Mirchandani and operated cargo flights for the 

Wagnerites to Libya and Africa.  

Russian propaganda made great efforts to convince everyone that the 

Ukrainian authorities knew about and actively supported the activities of 



airlines associated with Mirchandani in terms of supplying weapons to 

Khalifa Haftar's army. 

A more difficult task for Russian propagandists was to explain how 

the same companies and aircraft were transporting weapons and equipment 

for "official" Russian military instructors to the Central African Republic 

(CAR). 

On the day when it became known that two IL-76s had been 

destroyed at El Jufra airport most Russian and Ukrainian media reported 

that these were Ukrainian aircraft. They were operated by the Ukrainian 

company "Europe Air" (EDRPOU 38941487, founded on 18.10.2013) 

owned by a Ukrainian woman Kateryna Pavlivna Nefedova, born in 1953, 

from Yahotyn. 

As it became known in the process of the investigation Nefedova's 

company "Europe Air" leased and operated seven aircraft at the same time. 

They belonged to the offshore company Infinite Seal Inc. allegedly 

associated with Jaideep Mirchandani: 

● UR-CRP (1013409303); 

● UR-CMC (1013407230); 

● UR-EAB (1003403075); 

● UR-CRN (1023412399); 

● UR-BXS (1023411368); 

● UR-EAA (0033446350); 

● UR-COE (0093498974). 

In 2020-2021 Kateryna Pavlivna Nefedova was in the process of 

divorcing a man named EL-YUNES HASSAN MOHAMED HASSAN 

ABED. The relevant ruling of the Darnytsia District Court of Kyiv in case 

No. 753/19944/20 states that Hassan Mohamed El Younes is a citizen 

(subjected to) of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

 
  



Activities of Kateryna Pavlivna Nefedova 

 

The surname "Nefedova" is quite 

common in Ukraine. However, if you add 

the patronymic "Khasanovych" or 

"Khasanovna" the search becomes more 

efficient. That is why it was quite easy to 

find a person named Ruslana Khasanovna 

Nefedova. It turned out that she was an 

assistant (on a paid basis) to the deputy of 

the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of the 

fourth convocation Anatoliy Ivanovych 

Levin. 

Levin was repeatedly the subject of 

propaganda defamations by the pear blog 

"diana mihailova". In addition, Ruslana 

Nefedova was seen with Jaidip Mirchandani when they visited Mykolaiv 

International Airport on November 8, 2016. They appeared there as 

foreign investors on behalf of a "Sky One FZE" company officially owned 

by Mirchandani. The official letter stated: "Ruslana Nefedova is 

Mirchandani's personal assistant." 

Today, Ruslana Nefedova is a senior vice president of the company 

owned by Jaideep Mirchandani. 

At the time, the delegation of "investors" was met in Mykolaiv by 

the former first deputy chairman of the 

regional council, Mykhailo Sokolov. Instead, 

the governor of Mykolaiv region Oleksiy 

Savchenko remained unaware of who was 

visiting and why. The local press reported on 

the visit quite meticulously. Representatives 

of the host country spoke with Mirchandani: 

Kostyantyn Zhelo (former director of 

Mykolaiv International Airport) and the 

current director of MAM Andriy Semenov. 



 
 

Ruslana Nefedova the daughter of the owner of Europe Air Ltd is 

probably sitting with her back to the photographer. Immediately after the 

destruction of the planes in El Jufra, only Odesa journalist Oleksandr 

Kovalenko mentioned this episode. 

Information about the activities of the airline operators could not 

have escaped the Security Service of Ukraine. This is also proved by the 

recording of a telephone conversation between the president of the "Titan" 

corporation Anatoly Liovin whose assistant was also Ruslana Nefedova 

and Elena Malakhova the formal owner of the third plane burned by the  

Wagnerians at Misrata airport (Libya) who tragically died in a plane crash 

near Tehran. 

The public organization "Stop Corruption" organized a press 

conference for Anatoliy Liovin where he released a recording of a 

telephone conversation with Olena Malakhova where she accused 

employees of the SSU Department of counterintelligence protection of the 

economy of taking bribes. 

Liovin claims: "The SSU in this way wanted to squeeze out URARP 

Ltd controlled by him. At the same time, Liovin (or, more accurately, his 

related companies) were and are figurant of a number of criminal 



proceedings: №№ 22015101110000040, 12016100090000706, 

12016100090014815, 42015000000000111.  His public testimony is 

extremely important to answer the question of why the SSU did not react 

to the situation with the planes in Libya. 

 

Interim conclusions 

In January 2021 Rogatkin showed how a cargo IL-76 brought 

Russian military equipment and weapons to the CAR capital (Bangui 

airport, to be exact). The aircraft was identified as EX-76003 (serial 

number 1033418596). According to open sources it belonged to the 

Ukrainian company "Fly Sky Airlines" Ltd. 

This Ukrainian company was founded on June 14, 2019. The 

founding father is a Kyiv resident named Viktor Oleksiyovych 

Kravchenko. Later corporate rights were transferred to Reznichenko 

Oleksandr Serhiiovych. An interesting fact is that in 2004 a person named 

Viktor Oleksiyovych Kravchenko held the position of director of "Flight 

Service LTD" Ltd controlled by Anatoliy Lyovin through his concern 

"Titan". 

The Russian online service "Russian planes" contains information about 

five aircraft operated by the Ukrainian company "Fly Sky Airlines": 

● EX-76003 (1033418596), an IL-76 that brought weapons for the 

Wagnerites to the CAR. Before Fly Sky Airlines it was operated by 

the Kazakhstani company Azee Air until its license was removed for 

violating the embargo in Libya; 

● UR-FSD (1023411368), which was also transferred from Azee Air 

and changed its tail number from UP-I7660. Before Azee Air it was 

operated by "Europe Air" with the side number UR-BXS; 

● UR-FSC (1023412399) aircraft transferred from "Europe Air" Ltd. 

which operated it under the side number UR-CRN; 

● ● UR-FSE (1003403075) was also transferred from Europa Air and 

changed its tail number from UR-EAB; 

● UR-COE (0093498974), transferred from "Europe Air". This time 

the owners did not waste time in changing the side number. It is 

notable that the aircraft belonged to the Armenian airline "Veteran" 

before "Europe Air".  

Four of the five planes currently operated by Fly Sky Airlines were 

owned by Kateryna Nefedova's Europa Air. Two of the five aircraft were 

controlled by Azee Air which had been accused in violation of the 



embargo. Both "Europe Air" and Azee Air are probably closely connected 

to Jaideep Mirchandani. 

 

Wagner groupôs activity in CAR  

On March 31, 2021, the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (UN OHCHR) published a report by 

experts who "expressed concern about the use of Russian trainers, private 

military and security contractors by governments." 

Among the authors of the UN report are the Working Group on the 

use of mercenaries, the Working Group on Human Rights, the Working 

Group on Kidnapping, the Special Rapporteur on Torture and other UN 

experts. As you can see, the list of speakers is very solid. 

The document is one of dozens of materials published on the United 

Nations online resources about Prigozhin's mercenaries. However, the 

experts in the latest official report do not use the words "private military 

company" and use the name "Wagner" Group. 

In October 2017, the Ministry of Information Policy and the Security 

Service of Ukraine presented a report on the crimes of the Wagner Group 

to members of the European Parliament in Brussels.  

Among other things, the Working Group on Mercenaries stated that 

they are deeply concerned about the close ties between Sewa Security 

Services (registered by Prigozhin's subordinates in the CAR), the company 

Lobaye Invest SARLU (registered in the CAR by Prigozhin's subordinates 

for mining) and the organization publicly known as the "Wagner Group". 

The UN's concern is related to a series of violent attacks that took 

place after the presidential elections on December 27, 2020 in the CAR. 

One of the African online media outlets directly accused Wagnerians of 

torturing and killing a CAR citizen Mahamat Nour. The publication has 

now been removed from the site but is available in the Internet archive. 

In addition, experts are concerned that Russian mercenaries are 

interacting with units of the UN peacekeeping mission in the Central 

African Republic (MINUSCA). 

The presence of Russian mercenaries was detected at MINUSCA 

bases, where Russians evacuate their wounded among other things. 

According to the UN this blurs the lines between official legitimate 

missions and private contractors which increases the risk of human rights 

and humanitarian law violations. 

The experts have received and continue to receive reports of serious 

human rights violations and international humanitarian law violations 



involving Russian mercenaries acting in cooperation with the CAR armed 

forces (FACA) and in some cases with UN peacekeepers. 

There are reports of mass executions, illegal detentions, torture 

during interrogations, enforced disappearances, and forced displacement of 

civilians. The UN experts also emphasized that the official authorities of 

the CAR do not investigate these crimes. 

The experts called on the CAR government to carry out their 

obligations under international law in particular to bring to justice all those 

responsible for violations of human rights and international humanitarian 

law. 

Strengthening Wagner in CAR 

On March 30, 2021 a day before the publication of the UN report on 

Russian mercenaries, the Central African online media Corbeau News 

Centrafrique reported that a convoy of these same mercenaries, consisting 

of 54 vehicles, crossed the border between Sudan and the CAR and arrived 

on March 29 in the Central African city of Birao which is located 1,100 

kilometers from the CAR capital Bangui. 

The company Lobaye Invest mentioned in the UN report is owned 

by Russian citizens and was registered in the CAR in late 2017 for the 

exploration and production of valuable metals and minerals. In the summer 

of 2018 the company officially sponsored the CAR football championship. 

However, the ultimate beneficiary hides its name.  

The French publication Africa Intelligence claimed that the owner of 

Lobaye Invest is the Russian company M Invest, which is associated with 

Yevgeny Prigozhin. Among other things M Invest is also directly involved 

in the issuance of mining permits in Sudan. The general director of Lobaye 

Invest is Yevgeny Khodotov a veteran of St. Petersburg law enforcement 

agencies.  

Khodotov Yevgen Garriyowich was born on March 31, 1964 in 

Leningrad. He worked as general director of the St. Petersburg-based 

company "M-Finance" Ltd which is owned by Prigozhin. 

As Khodotov has a rather original patronymic we were able to find a 

mention of him on the website of the League of Veterans of the St. 

Petersburg Organized Crime Control Service (RUBOP). His former 

colleagues congratulate him on his birthday there. According to "Novaya 

Gazeta" journalist Denis Korotkov data, Yevgeny Khodotov also worked 

at the Main Department of the Russian Interior Ministry in the 

Northwestern Federal District.  



In addition, one of the pages on VKontakte indicates that Khodotov 

Yevgeny Garryevich worked as an advisor to the head of the Lomonosov 

municipal district of the Leningrad region. And the newspaper " The 

Lomonosov District Herald" wrote how Khodotov congratulated the 

residents of the district on Mother's Day. However, in 2018, Khodotov 

became the subject of investigations by Russian journalists in connection 

with the murders of Orkhan Dzhemal, Alexander Rastorguev and Kirill 

Radchenko. 

In 2018, journalists started noticing Russian contractors in the 

security of the president of the republic Faustin-Arcange Touadera. Thre 

were chevrons of Sewa Security Services on their uniforms. The second 

secretary of the Russian Embassy in the CAR Viktor Tokmakov confirmed 

that Russians worked for the private security company Sewa Security but 

the company itself was registered to a CAR citizen. Russian diplomats in 

the CAR denied the presence of Wagnerians.  

Wagnerôs base in CAR  

Despite the official refutation, user of cartographic online services  

Wikimapia with nickname “Kosmoz” had created locations named 

Bérengo (Palais de Berengo, CHVK Wagner)” and “CHVK Wagner 

(Berengo)” in 2018. 

Both locations are the abandoned palace-residence of former Central 

African dictator Jean-Bédel Bokassa Berengo. The photos that accompany 

the locations show white men some of whom are wearing Russian military 

uniforms.  



 
In addition, colored arrows emphasize the elements of the house's 

decoration which suggest that this is the former residence of the ogre 

Bocassa. 

In March 2018 the Russian-language media outlet "RFI" wrote that 

Bokassa's residence would be used by Russian mercenaries. A photo with 

white fighters in Russian uniforms was probably first published on May 

18, 2018 on the French-language online resource "Kangbi Ndara". 

A "Kangbi Ndara" news outlet reports that a convoy of several 

Russian trucks with mercenaries arrived in the capital Bangui from Sudan 

the day before and from Bangui headed to Bambari where they stayed in 

the buildings of the former Bokassa Palace in Berengo. And now three 

years later in March 2021 the convoy from Sudan was being repeated on a 

larger scale. Now the Russians are no longer hiding but flaunting their 

presence in the CAR.  

How wagnerians was moving in Africa  

Accorfing to data of Central Africa online-media  Corbeau News 

Centrafrique, in March 29  a convoy of Russian mercenaries arrived to the 

city of Birao, 67 kilometers from the border with Sudan. A contingent of 

the Wagner Group is also situated in Sudan and construction of a Russian 

naval base near Port Sudan had started. 

According to the news the convoy arrived from Sudan because the 

new government in Khartoum offered the Wagner group to leave the 

country, close its base and take away all material and technical means. 



According to the publication as a result of this decision by the 

Sudanese authorities, Wagnerians was forced to change their location and 

set up a new base at the Abakawa airfield in Baminga near the city of 

Ndele located in the northern part of the CAR. The article also describes 

other convoys traveling from Sudan. 

However, I have not received any information that the new Sudanese 

authorities have asked them to leave Sudan observing the activities of the 

Wagner Group. Moreover, the presence of the Russian side in Sudan has 

only increased. The heads of companies that actively cooperate with the 

leadership of the special services have flocked to Khartoum. 

Initially, Prigozhin's subordinates did work for another political 

group, which led to another conflict in the long-suffering African country. 

However, the Kremlin's agreement with Sudan to build a naval base in 

Port Sudan is profitable for both parties. And it is doubtful that the 

Kremlin or Khartoum will refuse it. 

Instead, in March 2021 it became known that as a result of 

negotiations between representatives of the Government of National 

Accord of Libya and Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar, on whose side Wagner 

mercenaries are fighting an agreement was reached according to which 

some of the mercenaries will leave the country. 

Though the world's media are dissiminating information that 

Wagner's mercenaries refuse to leave Libya, we can put forth the 

hypothesis that the convoy found in the Central African city of Birao could 

include fighters and vehicles that came from the Libyan city of Sirte where 

Russian mercenaries have been spotted several times.  

This hypothesis is also confirmed by a message from telegram 

channel of the "Reverse side of the medal" (RSOTM)  written in response 

to photos posted on the "Intelligence Report" telegram channel. Both 

telegram channels write about the adventures of Russian mercenaries 



around the world. 

 
The message of telegram-chanel “RSOTM” is about bodification of  

У повідомленні телеграм-каналу “RSOTM” йдеться про модифікацію 

armored vehicle "Ural" 432 0111-31 called "Shchuka", which was later 

named "Chekan". Photos of this armored vehicle as part of the convoy 

were posted by the "Intelligence Report" in the afternoon of March 30, 

2021. 

 

 



 
Telegram-chanel “RSOTM” also posted photo of this armored 

vechicle.   

 
The same vehicles were used by the Wagnerians in Syria. 

It seems that "Chekans" were centrally supplied to Prigozhin's 

mercenaries. The Telegram channel " Intelligence Report " writes that the 

armored vehicles began their "combat journey" from Wagner's military 

base  Molkino in Russia. 



 
telegram channel "Intelligence Report" had shown many other 

Russian-made vehicles (UAZ "Patriot" and Ural truck modifications) 

which probably have their own serial registration numbers demonstrating 

that they belong to a specific property complex of material and technical 

means besides armored vechicle "Chekan". 

 



 
 

So, even if the information provided by Corbeau News Centrafrique 

about the origin of the Russian convoy is questioned, it is still highly 

possible to say that before arriving in Birao (CAR), the convoy crossed the 

CAR border with Sudan which is 67 kilometers away. 

Then the versions diverge. There are two hypotheses for the origin of 

the equipment and fighters. The first is the Wagner contingent in Sudan. 

The second is mercenaries who fought for Khalifa Haftar in Libya. There 

were no data on any misunderstandings between the Sudanese authorities 

and Prigozhin's subordinates. At the same time if the convoy came from 

Libya, it is highly doubtful that for this purpose the vehicles traveled 

several thousand kilometers across the African desert. Most likely, they 

were quickly transported by sea from the Mediterranean coast of Libya to 

Port Sudan or they used military transport aircraft for delivery (which is 

much more expensive). 

The ship "Manassa 2M" had been staying in the Turkish port of 

Iskenderun in recent days where it came from Benghazi, Libya. 

Assuming that the convoy's vehicles arrived from Libya to Port 

Sudan, it would take up to one day to unload the equipment before they 



reached Birao (CAR). The Central African newspaper mentioned 54 

vehicles in the convoy. 

After that, if the Wagnerians did not rest they had to travel more than 

2,200 kilometers to the border of the CAR which could take 3-5 days. 

Thus, if the convoy was spotted in Birao on March 29, the ship with the 

cargo was supposed to arrive in Port Sudan between March 22 and 25, 

2021. 

On March 12, 2021 a publication was posted on the website of the 

Belarusian media outlet "Khartiya'97" with a photo of a man whom the 

journalists of the publication call Vyacheslav Sergeevich Tikhonov.

 
The publication said that the photo was taken in the Sudanese port of 

Port Sudan which is used to transport Russian weapons, cars and other 

cargo to African countries. And the man depicted in the photo whom the 

publication called Vyacheslav Tikhonov allegedly works for Yevgeny 

Prigozhin carrying out logistics-related work. 

Unfortunately, there is no verification of his identity  through open 

sources at the moment but the sea vessel depicted behind his left shoulder 

has become an interesting basis for the investigation as the previous time it 

was the footage with the tail numbers of the aircraft that landed in the 

Central African capital of Bangui in January this year. 



The stern of the El Youssef (International Identification Number: 

7422049) is depicted on the photo . The name of the vessel is readable 

from the photo quite well and can be googled quite quickly. 

Online services for tracking maritime vehicles indicate that the 

vessel is now renamed "Manassa 2M" and is sailing from the Libyan port 

of Misrata to another Libyan port, Benghazi.

 
 

Online services show the exact location of the Manassa 2M on the 

map but only if the vessel turns on the AIS transponder, which transmits 

its location via special satellite communication systems. Usually, ship 

captains resort to disabling AIS to hide their true targets and movements. 

However, it is dangerous to be on the high seas with AIS permanently 

disabled. Therefore, information about movements is partially available.

 
Different online tracking services work in different ways. That is 

why they do not update information synchronously. Thus, some services 

indicate that the ship "El Youssef" ("Manassa 2M" after being renamed) 

has Syrian nationality by adding the Syrian flag to its name. 



 
In addition, the services show complete information about the vessel 

although some data is available only for a hefty subscription fee.

 
Russian online-service fleetphoto.ru contains all information about 

the ship providing information about its renamimg and name of company 

owner. 



 
According to these data since April 2016 when Russia was 

increasing its presence in Syria, the owner of the "El Youssef" vessel 

which was called "Haj Houryah" was the Lebanese company "Cedar 

Marine Services SAL". 

I have received another owner of the vessel that probably controlled 

the El Youssef (formerly the "Haj Houryah") from the ship incident report 

of May 29, 2020. 

 
The report states that the vessel was owned by the Syrian company 

Falcon Shipping Co. in May 2020. Such a company actually exists 

according to online maritime services. 

Unfortunately a more detailed check on the Syrian company has not 

yet been possible as there are no open sources of data on legal entities in 

Syria. In addition, companies with the same name operate in Vietnam and 

Khartoum, Sudan.  



The ship was named "Haj Houryah" until April 2018 and from May 

2018 to November 2020 it was called "El Youssef" after which it was 

renamed as "Manassa 2M". Thus, the photo that led to this investigation 

was taken between May 2018 and November 2020. This is the same period 

when Prigozhin's Wagnerians were increasing their presence in Sudan and 

the CAR. 

We need to geolocate the objects depicted in the photo to make sure 

that it was taken in Port Sudan. Luckily, the photo clearly shows a large 

building with distinctive features.  

 
We easily find the same building but in better quality after googling 

some photos taken in Port Sudan. 

Due to the rather distinctive shape of the building it is also clearly 

visible on Google Maps so it is not difficult to figure out where the photo 

was taken from. Thus, in the screenshot from Google Maps, a green 



rectangle marks the building, and a red circle marks the location from 

which the photo could have been taken. 

 

Conclusions  

An interim conclusion of the information obtained from open 

sources says that the "El Youssef" had been owned by "Cedar Marine 

Services SAL" (Lebanon) for the last five years and then was sold or 

otherwise transferred to Falcon Shipping Co. (Syria). During the same 

period online ship geolocation services recorded it in the ports of Istanbul 

(Turkey), Tripoli (Lebanon), Alexandria (Egypt), Karailar (Turkey), Port 

Sudan (Sudan), Misrata (Libya), and Benghazi (Libya). It was also 

discovered that from December 13 to 19, 2020 the "Manassa 2M" (ex-"El 

Youssef") vessel entered the port of Novorossiysk (Russia). Often, online 

services do not keep information in the public domain as they make money 

by archiving it and selling it on demand. But sometimes it is still possible 

to find individual pieces of information that were previously indexed in the 

Google search engine. 

For example, Google's snippets (small parts of indexed text) contain 

information about the route of the "Manassa 2M" (formerly "El Youssef") 

from Port Sudan to Tartus. 



 
There are about two thousand kilometers of sea between Port Sudan 

and Tartus. It means that you have to try very hard to overcome this time 

of 1 month and 17 days. Most likely, the "Manassa 2M" (formerly "El 

Youssef") could turn off its AIS to enter other ports secretly.  

It should be noted that the seaport of Tartus (Syria) has the 720th 

logistics center of the Russian navy which has existed since 1971 when the 

USSR signed the relevant agreements with the Syrian government on the 

presence of a military base supporting the Syrians in the war with Israel. 

This is the place where the deputy head of the GRU Yuri Ivanov 

mysteriously drowned while swimming on vacation. According to other 

sources it was during an inspection of the naval base. In the period 2016-

2020 the movement of Russian ships and warships in this port significantly 

intensified.  

In 2020, Russia signed an agreement with Sudan on the deployment 

of another Russian military base in Port Sudan, which should be located on 

the place of a former village on the Red Sea coast in 20 kilometers north of 

the Port Sudan seaport. 

In other words, a Google snippet shows that the "Manassa 2M" 

(formerly "El Youssef") was traveling from one Russian military base to 

another. 

In summary, the vessel whose movements we are considering in 

detail was observed in all locations associated with the presence of the 

Wagner PMC: Libya, Syria, Sudan. It also entered Novorossiysk which is 

a source of weapons and logistics for the "hot spots". 

As it became known in the process of the research the last owner of 

the "Manassa 2M" was the Syrian company Falcon Shipping Co. which 

unfortunately is not known much.  

However, the previous owner of the vessel Cedar Marine Services 

SAL from Lebanon is already well known to attentive Ukrainian 



journalists and those who are constantly working to stop the occupation of 

Crimea. In 2017, a volunteer of the Center "Peacemaker" Kateryna 

Yaresko first "caught" a Lebanese company red-handed when its vessel 

"EMAD-Y" in violation of international sanctions norms applied in 

connection with the occupation of Crimea entered the port of Kerch. 

According to the documents the ship was delivering a cargo of about 4,000 

tons of wheat from Kerch to the Lebanese port of Tripoli which is 40 

kilometers from the Russian Navy's military base in Tartus, Syria. 

In 2018, Kateryna Jaresko caught the vessels of this company three 

times for the same crimes. And in 2019 she even noticed the replacement 

of the flag of the vessel owned by Cedar Marine Services SAL. 

 

 
Besides the Peacemaker Center, the public organization "Maidan of 

Foreign Affairs", the "Institute for Black Sea Strategic Studies" and the 

editorial board of the BlackSeaNews portal also have full information on 

violations of international law by "Cedar Marine Services SAL". 

Thus, in addition to visits to the ports of countries where the Wagner 

PMC and other Russian military units are engaged in combat operations in 



the world's "hot spots," there were also added visits to the ports of the 

occupied Crimea to organize food supplies to the same "hot spots." 

It should be noted that, according to experts on freight and maritime 

transportation the transportation of wheat and other grains is the best way 

to disguise and conceal the movement of weapons and military goods to 

"hot spots" and embargoed areas. No one will look for weapons under the 

grain as it is almost impossible to do so physically. Thus, there is a high 

probability that the company "Cedar Marine Services SAL" registered in 

Lebanon was used by the Main Directorate of the General Staff of the 

Russian Ministry of Defense (GRU) to provide cover for the maritime  

transportation of weapons and food between its military bases in 

Novorossiysk, Crimea, Tartus, Benghazi and Port Sudan. And the 

"Manassa 2M" (formerly "El Youssef") is the same carrier that appeared in 

the photo with the fisherman in Port Sudan. Subsequently, a phone number 

was identified that allegedly belonged to Viacheslav Tykhonov. Checking 

the number through the GetContact service produced very interesting 

results.  

Firstly, at least two subscribers connect Vyacheslav Tikhonov with 

the Wagner Group's military base in Molkino. Secondly, the words "tyl" 

(тил) and "nach vesch" (нач вещ) are used to record his phone number 

which indicates that he is connected to the issues of supplying the military. 

Thirdly, one of the callers wrote down his name as "Sudan - Tikhon" 

which essentially confirms the information from the previous 

investigation. Consequently, we can say with certainty that Vyacheslav 

Tikhonov actually worked as part of the Wagner Group performing 

logistics and procurement tasks. And as we can see moving a large number 

of staff and military equipment over long distances requires considerable 

managerial effort.  

 


